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ESSA Non-Academic Indicator  

 

Unified Champion Schools  

With sports as the foundation, the Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools program offers a 

combination of activities that equip young people with tools and training to create sport and classroom 

and community experiences that reduce bullying and exclusion, promote healthy activity and interactions, 

combat stereotypes and stigma, eliminate hurtful language in schools, and engage young people in pro-

social activities that lead to more inclusive and accepting attitudes, behaviors and school climate 

1 

Evidence Based with the opportunity to provide the Arkansas Department of Education with Arkansas 

specific and reliable results.  

2  

Meets school climate and student engagement pieces for true student and school success  

3 

True partner willing to work together to achieve all of the States ESSA goals  

4  

Proven partner with the US Department of Education, receiving an unprecedented nine years of grant 

funding to do the work of Unified Champion Schools 

5 

A proven model of resources no matter the size of the district or school 

6 

Current results of our program nationwide show Unified Champion Schools has made a significant 

contribution to improving school climate, reducing incidents of bullying, and improving the overall 

educational experience of the students who participate.  

7  

Unified Champions Schools also brings a level of health and wellness to assist the school with their overall 

health goals by working with teachers, wellness committees, or school health staff.  As the world’s largest 

healthcare provider for people with intellectual disabilities we have the ability to partner with each school 

on including and tracking Special Education students in the health and wellness goals.  

8  

Emerging evidence that students who participate in Unified Champion Schools show improvements in 

academic performance (Lansing Michigan School District report) 
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How we align  

Title 1 Resources: UCS provides a unique way for schools to advocate for funding through the family 

engagement activities. This provision also addresses ensuring that families of students with disabilities are 

included in family engagement activities. Special Olympics Arkansas is eager to assist with joint agreement 

funds. Special Olympics Arkansas is prepared to provide assistance to schools looking at filling out these 

sub-grants.  

Title 2 Funds for Professional Development: Our professional development covers many topics from 

anti-bullying to physical activity. We offer trainings for general education, special education, and athletics 

as well as administration. 

Title 4 Opportunities: Unified Champion Schools can assist the state in reaching goals set under this 

provision such as; the well-rounded education (academic and social enrichment programming) and 

supporting safe and healthy students.  

 

Statistics: 

What are the school characteristics?  

# Students 

in UCS 

schools  

AR  National  

Less than 

500 

33% 25% 

501-1000 27% 40% 

1001-1500 13% 18% 

1501-2000 0 9% 

More than 

2000 

27% 8% 
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Who is involved in the planning and implementation of the Unified Schools Strategy? 

Who is involved  AR  National  

Special Education 

Teacher 

69% 70% 

Student w/o 

disability 

54% 56% 

School 

Administrator 

46% 47% 

General Ed 

Teacher 

39% 46% 

Students 

w/disabilities 

39% 38% 

SO Staff 39% 38% 

P.E. Teacher 31% 34% 

Parents 23% 28% 

Adapted PE  8% 21% 

Other community 

member 

8% 23% 
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IMPACT   Did not make a 

difference 

Made some difference Made a big difference  

Increasing opportunities 

for students to work 

together  

7% 7% 80% 

Increasing confidence of 

students with ID  

7% 13% 80% 

Creating a more socially 

inclusive school 

environment  

7% 21% 72% 

Reducing bullying, teasing, 

or the use of offensive 

language  

7% 26% 67% 

Increasing the 

opportunities for general 

education and special 

education teachers to 

work together   

27% 40% 33% 

 

“This is the best 

movement I have seen to 

unite all athletes,” 

Arkansas Unified School 

Liaison 

“I have enjoyed all of the 

opportunities that have been 

offered by Unified Schools. It 

has given both students with 

and without disabilities at 

our school an opportunity to 

help ou in the community 

and become more involved. 

It is worth it when you see 

the difference it makes,” 

Arkansas Unified School Liaison  



























St. Francis Area Developmental Center 

P.O. Box 1857 448 North Rosser Forrest City, Arkansas 72336 

870-494-4651 sfadc@ipa.net  

 
 

 

Jennifer Grantham 

Special Olympics Arkansas 

2115 Main St. 

North Little Rock, Arkansas 72114 

 

 

March 8, 2017 

 

 

Jennifer: 

 

Please accept this letter as my support for the Unified Champions Schools initiative 

promoted by Special Olympics Arkansas.  I have been an active volunteer for Special 

Olympics since 1985.  I am keenly aware of the wonderful opportunities afforded our 

Special Olympians through our traditional and unified sports.  The very core of all of us 

is affected in a profoundly positive manner through our athletes.  

 

The Forrest City School District is a Unified Champion School where I serve on the 

school board.  I have seen firsthand through the eyes of a volunteer and students the 

positive impact unified sports has on our Special Olympic athletes and the traditional 

students who play unified sports.  At both the senior high and the junior high traditional 

students seek out our school Special Olympics coaches asking to participate.   

 

I appreciate what Special Olympics does for our athletes statewide and I am honored to 

offer my support of the Unified Champions Schools initiative. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Joey Astin 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

St. Francis Area Developmental Center, a private non-profit organization serving persons with 

developmental disabilities since 1974. 



 
                     BRYANT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
                                       ____________________________________________________________________ 

Dr. Tom W. Kimbrell, Superintendent 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

200 NW Fourth Street Bryant, AR  72022 – Tel: +501 847 5600 – Fax: +501 847 5695 
www.bryant schools.org 

 

 

March 13, 2017 

 
 
 
Dear ESSA Steering Committee: 

Special Olympics Arkansas has partnered with Bryant Public Schools on the first district wide roll out of the 
Unified Champions Schools initiative. This program is a driving force for social inclusion while also focusing on 
improving health and wellness among all students regardless of ability. The activities of Unified Champion 
Schools enhance our current strategic plan and lead to student and school success.  
 
Bryant saw positive change in our schools because of this program on all levels; elementary, middle school, and 
high school. The partnership we have with Special Olympics Arkansas has served as a solution for many of our 
goals such as; improved health, student engagement, family engagement, and overall school climate. It is 
important to note that implementation and execution of this program has not been cumbersome to teachers or 
administration.  
 
Our experience was extremely positive.  We were met with little resistance from teachers through the 
implementation process. I also need to mention the Arkansas specific data Special Olympics can provide 
measures of success of our non-academic indicators with little effort. I can strongly support this program as one 
option for the Every Student Succeeds Act’s non-academic indicator aimed at improving school climate and 
student engagement.  
 
I would be happy to speak to you about my personal experience with Unified Champion Schools and 
the affect it has had within Bryant Public Schools.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tom W. Kimbrell, Ed.D 
Superintendent of Schools  
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